a mystery for a time, were agreeable to both the Shelleys. Walter Scott had treated it handsomely in "Blackwood."
Peacock's next letter, of September 13, is in some sense a reply to both Shelley's of July 25 and August 16, and gives the fullest account of Nightmare Abbey available, till the book itself should arrive, in the edge of winter. The Butler from whom its first motto is taken was Samuel Butler, who wrote Hudibras and other pieces in prose and verse, and who was an author more to Peacock's liking than to Shelley's. Morris Birkbeck, whose book was new in 1818, was an Englishman who had visited the States west of Ohio after the war with England ended in 1815; and whose observations there led to a considerable emigration of English farmers, as the earlier book of St. John de Crevecoeur had done at the close of our Revolutionary War. The "Northwest Territory" then included all west and northwest of the State of Ohio, and General Harrison, afterwards President for a month in 1841, was its first Governor.
A few of Peacock's letters are now missing; one must have been written at the end of September, and another in October, 1818; one, we know, was written November I, for Shelley mentions receiving it. The next after
[55]Shelley's most successful novel, whose authorship was [54]e Baths of Lucca, July 25, in which there is
